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    brendanryan9@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
   January 14, 2019 
 
 
 
Fellow Mystery/Thriller Aficionados,  
 
Happy 2019. (Doesn’t that just seem like an odd year to you?  Weird numbers.)  Regardless, it 
appears to be time for yet another bookletter.  Although, when I mentioned I was about to 
undertake writing same to Mrs. R. she commented, “So soon?”  Hmmn?  As another family 
member might say, “Whatever”.  Let me just plunge ahead in the hope that many of you 
readers will be more in the mind of saying, “Oh goodie.”   
 
Enough prattling.  I was going to start with a rather impassioned plea that everyone 
immediately watch the entire 50+ hours of “The Wire”  but more on that later. And let me get 
right on with the books and because there are four very exceptional authors new to the book 
letter let me start there.  And then on to some really superb offerings from long-time, big-time 
favorite writers. So here we go. 
 
 
 

1.  Sujata Massey  – The Widows of Malibar Hill 
 

 
How this book actually made it to my reading list is still a bit of a mystery  but I am very glad it 
did.  I absolutely love this book.  It takes place in 1920’s Bombay India and its lead character is 
Perveen Mistry  the daughter of a well-to-do Zoroastrian family in Bombay  who has just joined 
her father’s law firm becoming one of the first female lawyers in India.  She  is a fascinating, 
unique  character and is brilliant at bringing to life what it was like living in Bombay in that 
extraordinary era. But this is not simply an historical travelogue….not by a long shot.  Perveen 
quickly becomes embroiled in a case involving the three widows of Mr. Omar Farid, a wealthy 
Muslim mill owner who recently passed away.   And it appears all three of his widows have   
signed over their rights to his substantial estate to some very sketchy “charities.”  Complicating 
matters, remembering now we are in  1920’s  India, all three widows live in what is called, “full 
Purdah” …namely in strict seclusion, never leaving the women’s quarters or speaking to any 
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men.  Aha, who could possibly unravel this whole bit of “mishegoss” (curious Indian use of 
Yiddish) .  Why of course… the only female lawyer in India, specifically, the young, very 
inexperienced Perveen.  This is a totally fascinating, credible story that like so many good books 
literally transports  us as readers to an extremely interesting time and place.  I have  a hunch we 
will be seeing a lot more of Perveen and that is a very good thing.   
 

2. Karin Slaughter                             – Triptych 
 
 
Okay, okay it’s taken me a while to stumble into the world of Ms. Slaughter who has apparently 
sold 35 million copies of her books  around the world.  I was finally pushed to try one by Jeff D. 
and glad I did.  Triptych is the first in a series of six books  all featuring Georgia Bureau of 
Investigation Detective Will Trent and here he interacts quite directly with the Atlanta PD in the 
person of Angie Polaski “a beautiful vice cop” and the totally dicey Michael Ormewood, a 
veteran Atlanta detective who won’t make any of our short-lists as “someone you want to hang 
out with a bit.”  Quite simply, this is a classic mystery/thriller novel.  Some great characters at 
the center with mysterious killings abounding especially of young women and it brings to life 
the city of Atlanta, it’s wealthy suburbs, its “inner-city “and the much to be avoided Coastal 
State Prison.  Slaughter’s writing style is remarkably easy to read and very very engaging.  I’m 
definitely going to read more of the series and some others of hers as well.  She didn’t sell 35 
million books because she’s a dodo.  And, just saying, I’m quite sure the Atlanta Tourism Board 
will not  be featuring this book on their website.  
 
 
 

3. Liz Nugent    -- Unraveling Oliver 
 
This first novel by Ms. Nugent was named “Crime Novel of the Year by the Irish Book Awards.”   
(kind of a big deal) And has been referred to as top-notch, “grip-lit.”  (Never heard ”grip-lit” 
before…kinda like it.)  Whatever.  Candidly, this is not one of our normal “detective thrillers.”  
It’s much more a psychological novel that does take place in Ireland but let’s be clear, you don’t 
have to be Irish to read this book. Most definitely not. The lead character, Oliver Ryan (happily, 
no relation) is described as “having the perfect life.”  Until one night out of the blue, he 
savagely assaults his wife and leaves her for dead.  “Whoa Oliver, what up?”  To answer this,  
we  track back through his earlier ife, his  friendships with men and women, his school days,  his 
time working in a vineyard in France …all of which provide endless twists and turns in the 
narrative and finally comes to a pretty stunning and surprising ending.  The Sunday Independent 
described it as “a page-turning, one-sitting read from a brand-new master of psychological 
suspense.”  It really is .  Again, not a book normally found on my list but I guarantee it as a 



 3 

compelling read that you probably will not put down.  It can be read that quickly and it’s worth 
doing.   
 
 

4. Dolores Redondo   -- All This I Will Give to You 
 
I was first made aware of Ms. Redondo by my long-time “book-scout “in London, Mike W.  And 
he was strongly pushing me to read her three books known as the Bazatan Trilogy, all of which 
feature Inspector Amaia Salazar, Police Inspector in Spain who returns to her home town in 
Basque country to sort out many murders over the three books.  Undoubtedly this is a great 
series but this book ain’t it.  I looked for the Bazatan books, could never find them in hard-back 
in the US and then stumbled upon All This I will Give to You.  Hey,sez I, why not?  Described by 
one critic in Spain as “Twin Peaks in Galicia”…actually a pretty good description..  The story is 
about a famous Spanish novelist, Manuel Ortigosa, who has been happily married to his partner 
for 15 years until he learns that his husband has been killed in a car crash.  However, said 
husband was nowhere near where he was supposedly going and totally surprisingly, has a deep 
and broad “other life” which now Manuel is hauled into.  Turns out, Aldaro (the husband) was 
part of one of Spain’s most powerful and guarded families and Manuel is suddenly thrust into 
the middle of their formal and forbidding estate.  He winds up aligning with a stubborn police 
inspector who’s constantly being pushed off the case and also a long-time pal of Alvaro’s from 
seminary school. (seminary school??)  Oh Boy.  I’m actually doing a fairly botch of a job in 
encouraging you to read this book.  But do trust me, this one is really a terrific read and again 
it’s kind of off the normal path of these bookletters..  I  recommend it most highly.  And am 
determined to track down at least the first book of The Bazatan series.   
 
So much for authors new to the bookletter.  Now before turning to many of our long-time 
favorites has anyone noticed something unusual about the foregoing books?  Well, each one is 
written by a female author.  Honestly, that was just by chance but I thought I would point this 
out to those who sometimes grumble about my predilection for “boy books.”  Maybe, just 
maybe, I am expanding my horizons. Who knows?   Now onto some absolutely superb books by 
some absolutely superb writers.   
 

5. Robert Galbraith      --Lethal White 
 
Well what do you know?  Yet another book by a woman.  Much as Robert Galbraith doesn’t 
sound very feminine … but we all know that “Robert” is actually J.K. Rowling.  She of the Harry 
Potter books.  I really don’t understand why people adopt these pseudonyms when everybody 
in the world knows who they really are.  Whatever.    This is the fourth book in the Cormoran 
Strike series, all of which feature Private Eye Strike and his long-suffering assistant, now partner 
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in the agency, Robin Ellacott.  This is an excellent series based in London all featuring Strike, a 
British Army veteran severely wounded in Afghanistan who also has a remarkably interesting 
back-story as the son of a rock-star father and a “society” mother.  The  first three books of this 
series have been on Netflix and were quite well-done.  And rightly or wrongly have helped form 
my picture of what the characters actually look like.  Not too far from what I had imagined 
actually.   
 
This is a lengthy read, booming in at about 641 pages and honestly could have  benefitted from 
a bit of tighter editing. (should I tell old JK that…probably not) So, bottom line we have a great 
mystery going back many years to a long-ago disappearance of a child which has come back to 
haunt various important figures in Parliament and on the” London scene” . As Cormoran and 
Robin seek to unravel the mystery, they also have the ongoing “mystery” of the nature of their 
own relationship as Robin has now been married.  And probably not to anyone’s favorite dude.  
This is just a great big old “London” novel you can just crawl into and disappear for a few days. 
One thing one never has to worry about when reading anything by Rowling/Galbraith is quality 
of writing.  The lady really can write and this book is total evidence of that.   
 

6.  Frederick Forsyth                  --The Fox 
 
Yes, indeed …THAT Frederick Forsyth.  The same guy who seemingly a million years ago wrote 
one of the all-time great thrillers, The Day of the Jackal and went on to do The Odessa File, The 
Dogs of War and many many more.  Truly one of the great writers of thrillers ever and guess 
what… the old dude is still kicking butt.  And he does so not by recirculating the same old plots 
and characters but jumps into the 21st century. This new book centers around a British 
teenager, Luke Jennings, who as the fly-leaf says, “has no agenda, no secrets just a blisteringly 
brilliant mind.”  Said more simply, this little dude is arguably the worlds’ greatest hacker and 
was doing so from the attic in his parent’s “detached suburban home in a peaceful suburb of 
the provincial town of Luton in the county of Bedfordshire just north of London.”  And he has 
already set the world in a tizzy as he has cracked into some of the most secret files in the 
Pentagon, NSA and even the CIA.  When the “forces of good” finally track  down this “terrorist”, 
the question is “what do we do with this guy?”   Why of course, we turn him into our best 
secret weapon. And what unfolds from there is just great fun thriller stuff, much  with a bit of 
tongue-in-cheek.  Luke’s  first “assignment” deals with the brand new, just launched, highly 
vaunted  Russian super cruiser boldly splashing down the English Channel. What happens will 
make certainly most of us smile a bit.  Perhaps  not so much Brother Putin.  Anyway, enough 
said.  A really enjoyable, easy read.  I actually like this quote from, of all things, The Richmond 
Times Dispatch…” Forsyth’s ability to create a believable character achieving unbelievable 
things is enthralling.”  So right.  
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7. John Grisham                     --The Reckoning  

 
Whoa –  John Grisham?  This really is turning into old home week.  Truthfully, I’ve been off the 
Grisham boil for his last many books.  I loved some of his very early ones but  he’s now written 
32 books and one gets a little tired ….both me and him.  This one changed all of that.  This is a 
big, sprawling new novel very much in the tradition of the old Grisham.  Great lawyer stuff, 
great Mississippi characters  and atmosphere, and then as a bonus,  a very substantial section 
which takes place in the Pacific during World War II. I confess that’s a fascinating era and 
location to me and what Grisham does with it really moves him very high up my list of “writers 
about World War II.”  His lead character  is Pete Banning a favorite son from Clanton, 
Mississippi who is born into owning a successful cotton farm but then, at the very beginning of 
World War II goes off to the Pacific.  We pick up his Army career in Manila at the time of the 
Japanese invasion … he gets captured and then is forced to endure the Bataan Death March.  All 
of this is vividly brought to life in a staggeringly compelling way.  It will not make you feel good 
about  anything in World War II.  And by the way, if you are a big General MacArthur fan you 
might not want to visit this either because Grisham calls it actually like it was.   We  then have 
lengthy coverage of Banning’s time as a Guerilla in the Philippines and finally to the stunned 
surprise of all, after having been assumed dead for a very long time, he returns to Mississippi.   
 
And what happens then is the essence of the story.   The whole novel hinges around  the 
seemingly  out-of-the-blue shooting of the Reverend Dexter Bell who had been preaching at the 
Clanton Methodist Church  since the month before Pearl Harbor .  The question is, WHY?  
Grisham has always has been an easy-to-read guy; he makes courtroom situations vivid and 
understandable; he makes life on a cotton farm in a small town in Mississippi totally tangible 
and real; and probably most importantly in this book he brings to life an horrific era in  United 
States military history.  A really outstanding, big, fat, sprawling read by a superb storyteller.   
 
 

8.  Michael Connelly                    --Dark Sacred Night  
 
Connelly, quite simply is just great.  If you’ve been a reader of this letter for any period of time 
you know how highly I rate this guy.  He truly is the Charles Dickens of Los Angeles today.  And 
one of the great virtues of his books… if you’re a continuing fan and obviously I am …is that by 
the time you’re about half way through the first page you are already completely back in the 
groove  alongside Harry Bosch and in this case, Detective Renee Balard.  No start up time, no 
squirming to get in the rhythm,  just into it immediately.  This one of Connelly’s best books.  
And it is the first time he has combined these two characters and much as I thought it might be 
a little clumsy and forced…not a bit.   
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Bosch himself has long been out of the LAPD but like many great old cops can’t quite let go.  
He’s troubled by a long unsolved murder of “15-year-old Daisy Clayton, a runaway on the 
streets of Hollywood who is brutally killed, body left in a dumpster like so much trash.”  Harry 
and Renee “forge a fragile trust” with her being  “inside”, Harry being Mr. Outside and the usual 
Connelly provided twists and turns make for totally engaging read.  Even if you’ve not read any 
of  prior Bosch I think this is  a great opportunity to tumble into this series.  Such a winner.  
 
 

9. Abir  Mukherjee                    --Smoke and Ashes  
 

This third book in this excellent series  featuring Captain Sam Wyndham take place in 1920’s 
Calcutta, India.  (Ok ok, I confess, I’m kind of obsessed with 1920’s India,) As you may 
remember Captain Wyndham was a survivor of World War I and due to his wounds  became 
addicted to morphine and opium.  He was offered an opportunity to leave London for Calcutta 
where he became a member of the British police force.  At a time when the British Raj was 
staggering a bit in India as Gandhi was coming to the fore and as no shortage of changes were 
echoing up and down the Indian subcontinent.  Once again, Wyndham, with the aid of his 
brilliant and very savvy native Indian Sergeant, “Surrender – not” Banerjee must solve some 
gruesome murders while preserving Wyndham’s own secret of drug addiction in the face of no 
shortage of colonial British farts (okay, Irish guy commentary) and no shortage of Indian 
dignitaries and agitators all of whom are operating at cross purposes.(whew…now that’s a 
sentence).  I couldn’t recommend this series more highly and I really would encourage you to 
go back and start with the first book A Rising Man.  Just great stuff.  On the other hand, if India 
has no interest to you, you’re probably a bit of a troglodyte and feel free to stay in LA.      
 

10. John Harvey                             --Body and Soul  
 
Another long long-time favorite who, pretty much, has been MIA for the last few years.  Harvey 
has been writing crime fiction for more than 40 years and Charlie Resnick and Frank Elder are 
two of the really wonderful, continuing characters in English crime literature.  And two things 
are clear as one reads this book; one, as we might say in American baseball, “Harvey has lost 
nothing of his fastball”  (suspect he might be a little puzzled by that) and two, it really does 
appear this is going to be John’s last book. The  Evening Standard says, “Body and Soul is a 
clever thriller that will leave you stunned and staring at the last page in disbelief.  It makes a 
brutal end to a brilliant career.”  If you really want to get into John Harvey you probably should 
go back and read, Lonely Hearts,  one of his Charlie Resnick books that was selected by The 
Times of London as  one of “The One Hundred Best Crime Novels of the Century.” 
But you don’t have to do that, you could just read this one off and I think just love it.  He really 
is one of the greats of British fiction let alone crime fiction.   
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11. Thomas Perry                  --The Bombmaker   

 
Perry has written over 20 crime novels and for some reason I never got into them in a big way.  
That is until The Old Man written  about in a bookletter maybe two or three years ago. Still one 
of the best, most interesting and fun books I’ve read in a long long time.  If you haven’t read 
that one, go back and  grab it quickly.  But whether you have or  not , read this one. It all takes 
place in LA and is all about the world of bombs.  In fact, you probably will learn more than you 
ever wanted to know about how bombs actually work.  There is real knowledge here.  
Hopefully, the wrong dude doesn’t get his hands on this book.  The story centers around Dick 
Stahl, former bomb squad Commander, LAPD who retired and moved on to set up his very 
successful security company. But then really bad stuff starts to happen to the Bomb Squad and 
Dick is called back in to help sort things out. This book really brings to life what it’s like to be a 
member of a bomb squad and honestly makes it hard to understand why someone would 
volunteer for same.  Lots of LAPD stuff and just a  “classic thriller” in the old sense of the word.   
 

12. Ken Bruen                     --In the Galway Silence   
 
I have been a fan of Bruen’s for probably 20 years.  I just love the guy.  Both as an individual 
whom I’ve met and as a writer whose books I have devoured.  This book is number 15 in the 
series all featuring Jack Taylor, a former Garda Siochana  (Irish police) but from which he was  
booted for alcoholism and a rather extraordinarily “bad attitude”. Nonetheless a great fella all 
the same and he’s been  living in Galway (a brilliant city) for many. many years helping those 
who occasionally need help and creating no shortage of mayhem for any number of people and 
institutions who “need” some mayhem….including unfortunately…himself. Normally, I would 
suggest you go back to the beginning and read one of those early books but here… No.  Just 
pick this one up.  There will be some stuff you might not get and some Irish references you 
might wonder about but it’s just some of the most beautiful writing there is. Turns of phrases 
that are just stunning.  Bruen  knows a lot about a lot so there’ll be references to television 
shows, to movies, to songs, to poetry, to government, to God-knows-what, all delivered in a 
remarkably unique way.  The  fly-leaf says “this is Ken Bruen at his most darkly humorous and 
his most loveably bleak, as he shows us the meaning behind the proverb of his own design---
“The Irish can abide almost anything save silence.” (Quite like that). He liberally sprinkles his 
book with quotes from Ernest Hemingway, Faulkner and even from, Kent Anderson whom I 
wrote about in the last few book letters .  How this guy living in Galway even knows about Kent 
Anderson boggles my mind.  Anyway, a cultural and reading treat.   
 

13. Bill O’Reilly                    --Killing the SS 
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I  do love this series by O’Reilly all essentially “history books” but told with the flair of fictional 
writing and all are highly informative and very interesting to read.  This volume describes 
tracking down the  SS post WWII largely in South America.  It’s a good one but if you haven’t 
read some of the earlier ones I would  strongly urge you pick up Killing Patton  which is the best 
of the best. I’m biased because General Patton was always one of my heroes and I always did 
suspect some ner’ do wells had more to do with his dying than they should have.   But again, if 
you’re into this series, pick  up the SS”. 
 

14. Lee Child                    --Past Tense  
 
This is the 24th novel in this long-running series all featuring Jack Reacher, ex-Major in the US 
Military Police and far-from-“ex”, current 250-lb big boy who can knock about six people 
around at the same time.  These books are just fun to read and are always interesting.  
However, they can get  a little repetitious which is not hard to understand since they focus 
around a  single character who seems to have very few, if any, relatives, very few, if any, 
girlfriends, and who, rather than wash his  clothes tends to buy new ones at Kmart (better hurry 
as Eddie Lampert may be closing things up soon.)  If you’ve read a lot of Reacher, I’d read this 
one.  If you’ve not, I’d go way back to the beginning and pick up some early ones.  
 
 
 
So much for books.  Now to the section we call , “The cherry on the sundae” ….specifically a few 
thoughts on some television programming..  And first up is “Bodyguard”, a series originally on 
BBC Television and more recently  here in the US on Netflix.   This is a super winner.  Briefly, a 
British Army Afghan war veteran, David Budd, is working as a police sergeant with the London 
Met. After some anti terrorist heroism he  is assigned to protect the Home Secretary, the Right 
Honorable Julia Montague, MP … to put it mildly an ambitious and controversial politician  (how 
rare).  Her  views may not  align totally well with those of her bodyguard.  How their 
relationship progresses with him dealing  with his PTSD as well  the ultra-surveillance 
techniques in the UK makes for just fabulous television. And it is only six episodes so if you 
really want to put your binge robe on … go nuts.  And breaking news, Richard Madden who 
stars as the Bodyguard  won the Golden Globe Award for Best Actor in a Drama/TV Series. (I 
might assign more import to that honor had it not been awarded by the same collection of 
wack-a-doodles who chose Roma as best picture over A Star is Born. )   
 
And now The Wire.  I wrote about this briefly in the last letter.  And since then, I have watched 
the first four and a half seasons….uhhh  close to 50 hours worth. It is simply breathtaking.  
Without question, the most addictive television programming I’ve ever enjoyed. Actually the 
BEST ever.  Season one starts out a little slowly so you have to push your way through the first 
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three episodes or so.  But once you do, you are ,in effect, actually in the show.  Many 
characters continue over all five seasons so you see them evolve and you literally become close 
to them as individuals..  This series all takes place in Baltimore between 2002 and 2008.  
Brilliantly written and filmed by some of the greatest directors…the  result is extraordinary 
entertainment ..   I could not recommend a series more highly.  I also suspect this will not be on 
Baltimore’s website. And why none of these actors ever received Emmy awards says everything 
about the merits of these award shows.  And btw…I’m all for Idris Elba being the next James 
Bond !! 
 
 
And now one last recommendation way, WAY beyond my charter.  I happened to rediscover a 
place called “Birdland” in NYC.  It’s a classic long, long time music venue and seems to have 
been revived.  It’s on 44th Street  off Broadway with all kinds of great Jazz acts, big bands, etc. 
appearing there regularly.  It’s a great venue, it costs $40 to get in and a $10 beverage 
minimum.  A great place to go yourself but also a wonderful place to know about if you’ve got 
some relatives/friends in from out of town and you’d like to unload them for a few hours (uhh, 
enable them to enjoy culture without your presence.)  Who else tells you about stuff like this.  
Really ?? 
 
In any event, as always, hope you enjoy the letter.  Hope you get a few good ideas and of 
course a little bounce back on the old Brendan email …brendanryan9@gmail.com… would be 
appreciated.  
 
Best, 
 
Brendan  
  


